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SUBJECT: DISPOSITION OF PRISONER'S BELONGINGS 
REF: COOKE-POWERS TELECON AUGUST 30 

1 . QUESTION OF DISPOSITION OF BELONGINGS OF PRISONERS NOT 
ADDRESSED AS PROBLEM CAN USUALLY BE RESOLVED LOCALLY IN 
VARIETY OF WAYS. 

2. IN MANY LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES PRISONERS ARE ALLOWED 
TO HAVE THEIR POSSESSIONS WITH THEM. DOES THAT APPLY IN 
PANAMA? 

3. IN OTHER COUNTRIES PRISONS OFTEN HAVE FACILITIES TO 
STORE POSSESSIONS OF PRISONERS. DO PANAMANIAN PRISONS 
OFFER SUCH FACILITIES? 

4. WHAT DO COURTS DO WITH BELONGING OF OTHER .PERSONS? 

5. IF NEITHER PRISONERS NOR PRISONS CAN STORE BELONGINGS 
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THEN EMBASSY WILL HAVE TO EXPLAIN TO PRISONERS THAT EMBASSY 
DOES NOT HAVE STORAGE FACILITIES AND ASK EACH PRISONER 
WHAT DISPOSITION HE WISHES MADE OF HIS BELONGINGS. 

6. CONOFF MAY WISH TO DISCUSS PROMBLEM WITH LOCAL COURT 
OFFICIALS, OUTLINING THAT IN MANYJURISDICTIONS SUCH 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


POSSESSIONS ARE HELD IN CONTROLLED STORAGE BY LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES UNTIL PRISONER S RELEASE. 

7. PLEASE SEND CABLE REPORT OF ABC NEWS TEAM VISIT TO 
PRISONS. CHRISTOPHER 
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